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Overview 

• Fisheries systems: The human dimension 

• Factors affecting fisheries and fishing communities 

• Opportunities and challenges for viable fishing 

communities 
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The Human Dimensions 

• People & practices 

• Social & economic activity & 

relationships 

• Community structure and 

organization 

• Perceptions, values, attitudes 

& beliefs 

• Heritage & culture 

• Governance, institutions & 

processes 

 



Fishing Communities 

 MSFCMA National Standard 8 

 Conservation and management measures shall, 

consistent with the  conservation requirements of this 

Act , take into account the importance of fishery 

resources to fishing communities in order to (A) 

provide for the sustained participation of such 

communities, and (B) to the extent practicable, 

minimize adverse economic impacts on such 

communities.   

A fishing community is a community that is 

substantially dependent on, or substantially 

engaged in, the harvest or processing of fishery 

resources to meet social and economic needs; the 

fishing vessel owners, operators, crew and fish 

processors that are based in such a community. 



Communities in Context 

• Fishermen & 

their families 

• Fishery Support 

Businesses 

• Port Managers & 

staff 

• Community 

members 

• Roles 

• Experience 

• Observations 

• Activities 

• Infrastructure 

• Institutions 



The North Coast Fishing Communities Project 

  

 

 To build historically grounded profiles of port communities and their 

fisheries to support management and to better position them to 

proactively and effectively address challenges and opportunities 



California Commercial Fisheries, 1981-2007 

C. Thomson, PacFIN data, 2009 

Factors 
• Environmental  

• Regulatory 

• Economic 

• Social 



Pomeroy et al. 2010, PacFIN data 

Fishing Activity at Four North Coast Ports 

Ft. Bragg 

Eureka Crescent City 
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Crescent City, California 

Commercial fishery activity, 1981-2007. 

Pomeroy et al. 2010, PacFIN data 



The Local Fishery System 



Crescent City, CA: The Human Dimension 
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Exploring trends 

within fisheries 
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Pomeroy et al. 2010, PacFIN data 

Exploring trends 

across fisheries 

Boats 
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Crescent City’s Current Situation and Outlook 

Commercial fisheries 

• Increased dependence on crab 

• Loss & consolidation of 

receiving & processing capacity 

• Loss of goods and service 

providers  

 

Recreational fisheries 

• Shift from primary focus on 

salmon to groundfish & crab 

 

 

Concerns 

• Maintaining/expanding  

– working waterfront 

– market opportunities 

• MLPA process 

• West Coast groundfish trawl IQ 

program 



Before 

After 

And Other Things Happen 



What does a viable  

fishing community look like? 

• What does a viable swordfish fishery look like? 

• What does a viable swordfish fishing community 

(or communities) look like?  

• How do you get there? 

• Who decides? 
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